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1 . (Currently Amended) A e e rtif i cat e transaction system connectable to a cl i ent 
an i&suer terminal associated with a redemption location and to a ■ s e ll e r an 
acquirer terminal across a -notwork the Internet comprising: 

a certificate authority module comprising anv of a server and a terminal 
connected to said network Internet , said certificate authority module comprisInQ a 
web portal interface comprising means for defining a virtual certificate having 
attributes defined by an issuer user having an issuer payment agent associated 
with said redemption location through said issuer terminal across said Internet 
said issuer user defined attributes comprising anv of denomination information, 
certificate design information, redemption rule information and redemption 
location information a dapt e d to al l ow th e d e f i nition of - a - v i rtual c e rtificat e through 
said — s e l le r t e rmina l — acros s — said — network , said defined virtual certificate 
corresponding to a commodity having a value and a first public identifier, wherein 
said commodity corresponds to any of a product, a service, a coupon, and a 
reservation, said commodity selected by a - s ell eF said issuer user at said se l ler 
issuer terminal in communication with &aid certificate authority module across 
said n e twork Internet , said associat e d - with-a - F e demption location, and wherein 
said first public identifier is defined by said certificate authority module: 

a payment agent associated with said certificate authority module: 

means for adding said defined virtual certificate to a database accessible 
through a web site connected to the Internet; 

a certificate issuance module for creation of an issued certificate upon 
selectable acquisition of said virtual certificate by an acquirer use r, having an 
acguirer payment agent, at said cl ie nt acquirer terminal across said n e twork 
Internet through said web site , for receipt of extemal payment information sent 
by said acquirer user from said c l i e nt acguirer terminal, and for transmission of 
information associated with said issued certificate to a holder, said holder 
comprising any of said acquirer user and an alternate recipient specified by said 
acquirer user, wherein said issued certificate comprises sa i d rodomption 
d e nomin a tion and said first public identifier, said creation of said issued 
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certrficate associated with a private identifier whicii is assigned at time of said 
acquisition of said virtual certificate, wherein said private identifier does not 
appear on said issued certificate, and wherein sa i d rodomption d e nom i nat i on, 
said first public id e ntifi e r, identifier and said assigned private identifier are stored 
5 at said certificate authority module In association with said issued certificate; 

a certificate authentication module for authorization of o n off lin e a 
redemption of said issued certificate at said redemption location to said holder of 
said issued certificate, said holder comprising any of said acquirer user and said 
alternate recipient of said issued certificate to whom said acquirer user has 

10 communicated said private identifier, said authorization based upon a 
communication from said redemption location to said certificate authority module 
of said r e d e mption d e nomin a tion and said first public identifier from said issued 
certificate, a communication of said private identifier provided by said holder, and 
a matching comparison of s aid - r e d e mption d e nom i nat i on, said first public 

15 id e nt i fi e r, identifier and said private identifier stored at said certificate authority 
module : and 

means to cancel further redemption of said issued certificate at said 
certificate authority module : 

wherein funds are transferred from said acquirer payment agent to said 
20 certificate authoritv payment agent upon said selectable acquisition of said virtual 
certrficate bv said acquirer user: and 

wherein said fund_s_are transferred from said certificate authority payment 
agent to said issuer payment agent upon said redemption of said issued 
certificate by said holder 

25 

2. (Currently Amended) The c e rtificat e transaction system of Claim 1, wherein 
said defined virtual certificate further comprises a second public identifier defined 
by said issuer user, wherein said second public identifier is stored at said 
certificate authority module , and wherein said authentication module requires a 
30 submittal of said second public identifier, and a matching comparison to said 
second public identifier stored at said certificate authority module . 
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3. (Currently Amended) The c e rt i fiGat e transaction system of Claim 1, wherein 
said external payment information sent from said acquirer user to said certificate 
issuance module comprises a identification of said acquirer payment agent 
oxtorna l- to - Ga i d - €^5ten F^. 

5 

4. (Currently Amended) The o e rt -i fiGat - Q transaction system of Claim 3 1. further 
comprising: 

wh e r e in sa id paym e nt ag e nt e xt e rna l to said syst e m compris e s an 
authorization to transfer funds from said acquirer payment agent for said acquirer 
10 user upon creation of said issued certificate. 

5. (Currently Amended) The c e rtificat e transaction system of Claim 1 wherein 
said certificate authority module further comprises means for any of selectablv 
entering and updating an availability of said issued certificate by issuer user 

15 through said issuer terminal across said Internet paym e nt ag e nt e xt e rna l to o a i d 
syst e m compr i s e s an authorizat i on to transf e r funds from said paym e nt agent for 
sai d acquir e r upon r e d e mption of sai d iss u e d c e rtific a t e. 

6. (Currently Amended) The o e rt i f i oote transaction system of Claim 1, wherein 
20 said certificate issuance module comprises means to deliver c aid redempt i on 

d e nom i nation, said first public id e ntifier, identifier and said assigned private 
identifier to said acquirer user. 

7. (Currently Amended) The c e rtificat e transaction system of Claim 6, wherein 
25 said means to deliver s aid r e d e mption d e nom i nat i on and said first public 

identifier to said acquirer user comprises a printed foim of said issued certificate. 

8. (Currently Amended) The cortificato transaction system of Claim 6, wherein 
said means to deliver s a i d r e d e mption d e nom i nat i on and said first key public 

30 identifier to said acquirer user comprises an electronic form of said issued 
certificate. 
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9. (Currently Amended) The c e rtifioat e transaction system of Claim 1. wherein 
said holder of said issued certificate is said acquirer user. 

10. (Currently Amended) The c e rtific a t e transaction system of Claim 1, wherein 
5 said holder of said issued certificate is said altemate recipient who submits said 

private identifier. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The Ge fti fica t e transaction system of Claim 1 » wherein 
said assigned private identifier is entered by said acquirer user during said 

1 0 selectable acquisition of said virtual certificate. 

12. (Currently Amended) The c e rtificat e transaction system of Claim 11. 
wherein said entered, assigned private identifier is uniquely associated with a 
single acquired issued certificate. 

15 

13. (Currently Amended) The oort l ficato transaction system of Claim 11, 
wherein said entered, assigned private identifier is a private purchase identifier 
unique to said acquirer user. 

20 14. (Currently Amended) The c e rtificat e transaction system of Claim 11, 
wherein said entered, assigned private Identifier is a private acquirer facility 
access identifier unique to said acquirer user 

15. (Currently Amended) The c e rtif i cat e transaction system of Claim 1, wherein 
25 said assigned private identifier is established by said certificate authority module 

during said selectable acquisition of said virtual certificate. 

16. (Currently Amended) A process within a transaction network con nectable to 
an issuer terminal associated with a redemption location and to an acquirer a 

30 gHob* terminal aBd - to - o -s o ll o f ^efTO l Ra l. comprising the steps of: 

providing a certificate authority module comprising anv of a server and a 
terminal connected to the Intemet. said certificate authority module having a web 
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portal interface comprising means for defining a virtual certificate having 
attributes defined by an issuer user having an issuer payment agent associated 
with said redemptior^ location through said issuer terminal, said issuer user 
defined attributes comprising any of denomination information, certificate design 
5 information, redemption rule information and redemption location information: 

providing a payment agent associated with said certificate authority 
module; 

defining a virtual certificate on a at said certificate authority module 
through said s e l le r issuer user terminal across ooid nots/tfork said Internet through 

10 said v^eb portal interface , said defined virtual certificate corresponding to a 
commodity having a value and a first public identifier, wherein said commodity 
corresponds to any of a product, a service, a coupon, and a reservation, said 
commodity selected bv a s e l le r said Issuer user at said seHef issuer user terminal 
in communication with said certificate authority module across said tFansaction 

15 network Internet through said web portal interface of said certificate facility 
module , sa i d ge l lcr as s oc i at e d with a r e d e mpt i on locat i on, and wherein said first 
public identifier is defined by said certificate authority module : 

adding said defined virtual certificate to a database accessible through a 
web site connected to said Internet: 

20 creating an issued certificate upon acquisition through said web site of 

said virtual certificate by an acquirer use r, having an acguirer payment agent, at 
said cl ie nt acguirer terminal across said transaction - n e twork Internet , upon 
receipt of external payment information sent by said acquirer user from said 
eJient acguirer terminal, and for transmission of information associated with said 

25 issued certificate to a holder, said holder comprising any of said acquirer user 
and an alternate recipient specified by said acquirer user, wherein said issued 
certificate indicates said commodity selected by said seHef issuer user and said 
first public identifier, said creation of said issued certificate associated with an 
establishment of a private identifier which does not appear on said issued 

30 certificate, said indicated commodity, said first public identifier, and said 
established private identifier stored at said certificate authority module in 
associatlori with said issued certificate; 
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transferring funds from said acquirer payment agent to said payment 
agent associated with said certificate authority module upon said acquisition by 
said acquirer user: 

authorizing on off l ino a redemption of said issued certificate at a 
5 redemption location to said holder of said issued certificate, said holder 
comprising any of said acquirer user and said alternate recipient of said issued 
certificate to whom said acquirer user has communicated said private identifier, 
wherein said authorization is based upon rodomption submittal at said 
redemption location of said indicated commodity and said first public identifier 
10 from said issued certificate, a communication of said private identifier provided 
by said holder, and a matching comparison of said indicated commodity, said 
first public identifier, and said private identifier stored at said certificate authority 
module: 

transferring said funds from said payment agent associated with said 
15 certificate authority module to said issuer payment agent upon said redemption 
of said issued certificate by said holder: and 

canceling further redemption of said issued certificate at said certificate 
authority module . 

20 17. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 16, wh e r ei n sa id s t e p of 
d e fin i ng said v i rtual - c e rt i ficat e , - wherein said defined virtual certificate comprises 
a second public identifier defined by said issuer user, wherein said step of 
creating said issued certificate includes the storage of said second public 
identifier at said certificate authority module , and wherein said step of authorizing 

25 said redemption of said issued certificate comprises a submittal of said second 
public Ident'rFier, and a matching comparison to said second public identifier 
stored at said certificate authority module . 

18. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 16, wherein said external 
30 payment Information sent from said acquirer user comprises a identification of 
said acquirer payment agent e xternal to said oyctom . 
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19. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 4S 16, further comprising the 
step of: 

whorein oa i d payment ag e nt e xt e rn a l to ca i d cyctom compr i ses an 
authorization - to authorizing said transfer of said funds from said acguirer 
5 payment agent for said acquirer user during said step of creation of said issued 
certificate. 

20, (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 4§ 16, wherein said certificate 
authority module further comprises means for any of selectablv entering and 

10 updating an availability of said issued certificate by issuer user through said 
issuer terminal across said Internet payment ag e nt e xternal to oa i d syst e m 
compri se s an authorizat i on to transfor fund s from s aid - paymont ag e nt-for sa i d 
acquir e r during sa id st e p of r e d e mption of sa i d i ssu e d c e rtificat e. 

15 21. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 16. wherein said step of 
creation of said Issued certificate comprises a delivery of caid rodomption 
doRom i nat i on - and said first public identifier to said acquirer user. 

22. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 21, wherein said delivered 
20 r e d e mption d e nomirtation and caid first public Identifier afe is included in a 

printed fom of said Issued certificate, 

23. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 21, wherein said delivered 
redemption d e nomination and said first public identifier afe is included in an 

25 electronic form of said issued certificate- 

24. (Original) The process of Claim 16. wherein within said authorizing step, 
said holder of said issued certificate is said acquirer user. 

30 25. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 18, wherein within said 
authorizing step, said holder of said issued certificate is said alternate recipient. 
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26. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 16. wherein said established 
private identifier is entered by said acquirer user. 

27. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 26, wherein said entered 
5 established private identifier is uniquely associated with a single acquired issued 

certificate. 

28. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 26, wherein said entered 
established private identifier is a private purchase identifier that is unique to said 

10 acquirer user, 

29. (Previously Presented) The process of Claim 26, wherein said entered 
established private identifier is a private acquirer facility access identifier that is 
unique to said acquirer user. 

15 

30. (Currently Amended) The process of Claim 16, wherein said established 
private identifier is established by said certificate authority module and 
communicated to said acquirer user . 

20 31. (New) The process of Claim 16, wherein said redemption comprises an 
offline redemption. 

32. (New) The process of Claim 16, wherein said redemption comprises an 
online redemption. 

25 

33. (New) The process of Claim 16, wherein said web site is associated with 
said issuer user, and wherein said database stores one or more virtual 
certificates associated with said issuer user. 



30 34. (New) The process of Claim 16, wherein said web site has an aggregate 
inventory stored within said database comprising a plurality of stored virtual 



41 



PA(JE 42/45 ' RCVD AT 1011012006 7:31:12 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR;USPT0-EFXRF-1/18 » ON1S:273010 ' CSID:650 474 8401 * DURATION (mm-ss):14-36 



10/10/2006 TUE 16:44 FAX 650 474 8401 GLENN PATENT GROUP 



i043/045 



Application No. 09/472,100 Atty. Docket No. ADEX0001 

certificates comprising at least one other virtual certificate from an alternate 
issuer user other than said issuer user. 

35. (New) The process of Claim 16, wherein said issuer user comprises any of 
5 a merchant and a product manager associated with said redemption location. 

36. (New) The process of Claim 16, wherein said certificate authority further 
comprises means for controllable cancellation of said issued certificate by said 
acquirer user if the Issued certificate has not been redeemed. 

10 

37. (New) The certificate system of Claim 1. wherein said redemption 
comprises an offline redemption. 

38. (New) The transaction system of Claim 1, wherein said redemption 
15 comprises an online redemption, 

39. (New) The transaction system of Claim 1, wherein said web site is 
associated with said issuer user, and wherein said database stores one or more 
virtual certificates associated with said issuer user. 

20 

40. (New) The transaction system of Claim 1, wherein said web site has an 
aggregate inventory stored within said database comprising a plurality of stored 
virtual certificates comprising at least one other virtual certificate from an 
alternate issuer user other than said issuer user. 

25 

41. (New) The transaction system of Claim 1, wherein said issuer user 
comprises any of a merchant and a product manager associated with said 
redemption location. 

30 42. (New) The transaction system of Claim 1, wherein said certificate authority 
further comprises means for controllable cancellation of said issued certrficate by 
said acquirer user if the issued certificate has not been redeemed. 
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